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& Parliament news

All the latest news from inside parliament

7 When is an MEP not an MEP?

The ghosts created by the demise of Nice are
indefinitcly doomed to wander the halls of par-
liament. Francesca Ross explains

15 Liberal condemnation

Andrew Duff says that French moves to appoint
their observer MEPs could break EU laws,
Francesca Ross reports

13 An odd state of affairs

* Nigel Farage tells Martha Moss why he is call-
ing for a by-election to decide the newest MEP
to represent the UK in parliament

14 A bridge over troubled water

A recent Parliament Magazine event brought
together ministers, MEPs and industry repre-
sentatives to discuss how to boost tourism in
south east Europe. Martha Moss reports

2% Time for action
Allergy sufferers often remain undiagnosed or

receive insufficient or improper treatment. Brian
Johnson reports on a new campaign that aims to

change this
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23 Supply and demand
Europe’s response to the food supply challenge
will be felt globally, argues Jacques du Puy

24 Close ties

The Lisbon treaty reinforces the role of regions
and cities in EU policy making and strength-
ens European democracy, writes Luc Van den
Brande

25 A new dawn

The Committee of the Regions will benefit
significantly from the entry into force of the
Lisbon treaty, says Karl-Heinz Lambertz
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27 History in the making

The Spanish presidency takes place as the EU
undergoes drastic changes, due largely to the
entry into force of the Lisbon treaty, says Jerzy
Buzek

31 Transitional politics

As the EU enters into a new era, the Spanish
have set themselves an ambitious agenda for
their time at the top. Louise Tait reports
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Brian Johnson sets out the main priorities of the
Spanish EU presidency

43 Three’s not a crowd

The trio presidencies must work closely as they
take on Europe’s challenges over the next 18
months. Louise Tait reports
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MEP:s to share their hopes and fears on
Madrid’s upcoming EU presidency

51 ¢Hablas politica?

Parliament’s committee chairs explain what

they believe are the biggest issues for the
Spanish presidency in 2010
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62 Turning over a new leaf?

The next six months are crucial for EU
environmental policy as the bloc tries to live
up to promises made ‘at Copenhagen, argues
Jorgo Riss .

63 Up to date " '

The Spanish presidency will see many EU
environmental policies mature, says Juan Carlo
del Olmo, but the qixestion is, what next to
safeguard our world?

66 Great expectations
Claudio Martini has high hopes for the incom
ing presidency, and expects new guidelines on
the principle of subsidiarity
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Paul Bevan is pleased that urban issues are hi
on the agenda for the Spanish presidency

69 A perfect storm 3
Maeve Whyte looks at some of the priority
issues for farmers over the next%ix months
as they look to deal with rising demand and

increasing reform

70 Securing the market
With the Spanish presidency starting work o
an energy action plan, Bogdan Marcinkiewicz
says now is the time to create a common, sei
European gas market

71 Competitive kick-start

The Spanish presidency will have some
important in-tray issues when it takes office i
January, not least of which is the need to kick
start Europe’s sustained competitiveness, ar
Ben Butters
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Pilar Santamaria Gonz4lez says all eyes will
on Spain, with Zapatero’s government takin
over the reins in testing times
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Spanish EU Presidency and Dlsablllty

Spain has the opportunity to launch a European Pact on Dlsablllty
| marking the history of the European Union Y

1 *

takes over, for the fourth time, the EU's six-month

presidency. 2010 will mean to the Spanish
government a unique opportunity to steer the
European integration process and, in particular, to add
social value to the renewed bloc’s roadmap.

F rom 1st January, all eyes will be on Spain as it

The new legal framework established by the Lisbon
; Treaty and the review process linked to a number
it < il 1 of relevant EU strategies and policies will give

Alberto Durdn momentum to the Spanish programme. High on the

First Executive agenda will be the Lisbon Strategy, the European

Vice-President Social Agenda, the European Disability Action Plan, as

Fundacion ONCE well as the opening of the negotiations for the new EU
budget.

‘ This historical context explains why nearly 500 million
i EU citizens, among which 60 million people with
disabilities, expect that Spain does not miss out on the
opportunities arising from the changing political and
economic cycle in the European Union.

Fundacion ONCE

de personas con discapacidad

\
|
I para 1a cooperacion e integracion social

the negotiatidhs around the Directive against
discrimination beyond the workplace, which fack
today of a reference framework providing the EU with
global strategic objectives on disability issues.

The shaping of the European disability policy could
moreover be complemented with more visual
propasals such as the establishment of a Universal
Accessibility European Capital, thereby connecting
The European and Spanish movement of persons with the EU with the accessibility dimension of urban
disabilities and their families therefore call on the Spanish  environments.

Presidency to promote a European Pact on Disability

to be signed by all the Member States, the European People with disabilities and their families have seen

Commission and the European Disability Forum (EDF). how the European Union has made efforts to improve
their day-to-day life. The moment has come for

Special attention should be also given to the disability issues to be included in all relevant European

ratification process of the United Nations Convention policies. This shall be the best legacy for the European |
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Union of the 21st century. ;

www.fundaciononce.es



